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’r class. Likewise the present author sought to analyze the total
-y of which the peasantry and the preindustrial city are integral
-:s.2 For want of a better term this was called ‘‘feudal.” Like
.field's folk (or ‘primitive”) society, the feudal order is highly
5le and sacred; in contrast, however, it has a complex social
-Zanization. It is characterized by highly developed state and
~cational and/or religious institutions and by a rigid class
ucture.
Thus far no one has analyzed the preindustrial city per se,
-pecially as it differs from the industrial-urban community,
hough Weber, Ténnies, and a few others perceived differences
tween the two. Yet such a survey is needed for the understanding
“urban development in so-called underdeveloped countries and,
" that matter, in parts of Europe. Such is the goal of this paper.
.2 typological analysis should also serve as a guide to future
zsearch.

Ecological Organization

-reindustrial cities depend for their existence upon food and raw
~aterials obtained from without; for this reason they are marketing
nters. And they serve as centers for handicraft manufacturing.
addition, they fulfill important political, religious, and
ucational functions. Some cities have become specialized; for
ample, Benares in India and Karbala in Iraq are best known as
=.igious communities, and Peiping in China as a locus for political
—d educational activities.
The proportion of urbanites relative to the peasant population is
small, in some societies about 10 percent, even though a few
reindustrial cities have attained populations of one hundred
iousand or more. Growth has been by slow accretion. These
_naracteristics are due to the nonindustrial nature of the total social
rder. The amount of surplus food available to support an urban
zopulation has been limited by the unmechanized agriculture,
—ransportation facilities utilizing primarily human or animal power,
-d inefficient methods of food preservation and storage.
The internal arrangement of the preindustrial city, in the nature
7 the case, is closely related to the city’s economic and social
srructure.® Most streets are mere passageways for people and for
znimals used in transport. Buildings are low and crowded together.
“he congested conditions, combined with limited scientific know-
.zdge, have fostered serious sanitation problems.
More significant is the rigid social segregation which typically has
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system, a system of mass education which emphasizes universal-
istic rather than particularistic criteria. and mass communication.
Modification in any one of these elements affects the others and
induces changes in other systems such as those of religion and
social control as well. Industrialization, moreover, not only requires
a special kind of social structure within the urban community but
provides the means necessary for its establishment.

Anthropologists will in the future devote increased attention to
the study of cities throughout the world. They must therefore
recognize that the particular kind of social structure found in cities
in the United States is not typical of all societies. Miner’s recent
study of Timbuctoo,'® which contains much excellent data, points
to the need for recognition of the preindustrial city. His emphasis
upon the folk-urban continuum diverted him from an equally
significant problem: How does Timbuctoo differ from modern
industrial cities in its ecological, economic, and social structure?
Society there seems even more sacred and organized than Miner
admits.!® For example, he used divorce as an index of disorganiza-
tion, but in Muslim society divorce within certain rules is justified
by the sacred literature. The studies of Hsu and Fried would have
considerably more significance had the authors perceived the
generality of their findings. And, once the general structure of the
preindustrial city is understood, the specific cultural deviations
become more meaningful.

Beals notes the impoertance of the city as a center of accultura-
tion.2° But an understanding of this process is impossible without
some knowledge of the preindustrial city's social structure.
Although industrialization is clearly advancing throughout most
of the world, the social structure of preindustrial civilizations is
conservative, often resisting the introduction of numerous
industrial forms. Certainly many cities of Europe (e.g., in France
or Spain) are not so fully industrialized as some presume; a number
of preindustrial patterns remain. The persistence of preindustrial
elements is also evident in cities of North Africa and many paris
of Asia; for example, in India and Japan,?! even though great social
change is currently taking place. And the Latin-American city of
Mérida, which Redfield studied, had many preindustrial traits.?? A
conscious awareness of the ecological, economic, and social
structure of the preindustrial city should do much to further the
development of comparative urban community studies.
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:ntervals to intense discussion of this general topic, hardly a subject
>f ongoing conversation among couples.

After considering why the project was undertaken in the first
‘nstance, we shall respond to some of the criticisms that have been
2veled against our formulation. We also point to new directions for
research (ever mindful of the fact that the present essay provides
snly a general sketch of our reasoning).

The article and the book were to a considerable degree written

n reaction to the existing analyses of urban centers by American
sociologists and anthropologists. At the time the article was
oublished in 1955, social scientists in the United States were relying
neavily on Redfield’s (1947) “*“The Folk Society’’ and Wirth’s (1938)
“Urbanism As a Way of Life”” in their interpretation of cities
vorldwide and, implicitly, since the dawn of civilization.
“ontemporary urban life in the United States and elsewhere was
>ften contrasted with Redfield's “‘folk society’ (or small, nonliterate
social order), or, following Wirth, American cities were taken as the
standard for interpreting urban communities in diverse historical
and cross-cultural settings. Although the perspectives of Redfield
and Wirth have stimulated a considerable amount of useful
‘esearch, they provide too narrow a foundation for an adequate
anderstanding of urban life on a global basis prior to the scientific
and industrial revolutions.! The impressive body of data collected
iuring the past few decades in differing social and cultural settings
7as highlighted the contrasts between industrial cities and cities
f the world before industrialization.?

Still, a number of objections have been raised to the basic
conceptualization of the preindustrial city. One major criticism has
“een voiced by social scientists who stress the cultural distinctions
among cities in diverse preindustrial civilized societies—for
zxample, they argue that cities in China differed appreciably from
-hose in India, and that these in turn deviated from urban
communities in pre-Columbian America. One group of scholars
would align themselves with the geographer Paul Wheatley (1971),
whose magnificent work, The Pivot of the Four Quarters, describes
now the cosmology of the ancient Chinese provided a framework
:or constructing their leading cities. We do not question the thesis
that religious beliefs (and other cultural values) affected the spatial
arrangements of preindustrial urban settlements, and we have
always assumed that significant cultural variations existed. But our
emphasis has been on the common structural patterns in prein-
dustrial cities. Certainly, cultural values such as the cosmological
led to distinctive spatial arrangements in different areas.
Nevertheless, we can isolate shared features in the ecology of cities
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